


Figure 18.5

The Quick Select tool is often
the casiest way to make a
complex selection.

Figure 18.6

After simply brushing over the
dog with the Quick Selection
tool, we have a good selection. It’s
got one flaw, which we can
correct with the same tool.

STEP 2: CHOOSE THE QUICK SELECTION TOOL

STEP 3: SELECT THE DOG
With the Quick Selection tool, you paint over something in your i
want to select. The tool employs Magic Wand-like algorithms to an
you're painting and then makes a selection.

Quick Selection is a brush tool, and like all Photoshop brush tools, yo
its size using the [ and ] keys. Set the brush to a size slightly smaller tha
nose and paint over the dog’s head. As you do, Photoshop should
(Figure 18.0).

Quick Selection works by analyzing the color in the areas you brush. It asst

change is an edge, and so defines that as the edge of the selection. You m
18.6, that Quick Selection sometimes selects too much. Because the color of
close to the color of the bricks, it selected part of the staircase behind the do

STEP 4: ADJUST THE SELECTION :
In the center of the Quick Selection brush, you should see a +. This indicates
you'll be adding to the selection. If you hold down the Option key (Alt on®
the + will change to a —, indicating that areas you brush will be removed fron

[f you need to remove something from the selection, hold down the Optior
over the selected area that you want to remove (see Figure 18.7). You
brush smaller.



STEP 5: TEST THE SELECTION

If you want to double-check that the selection has worked, grab the Eraser to
u should see the erased stroke confined to the inside of

ol and brush

across the image. Yo the selection

(Figure 18.8).

Figure 18.7

You can remove areas from a
selection by holding Option/Alt
while painting with the Quick
Select tool.
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Note that the selection isn't perfect. There are bits of fur that aren't selected, and the bound.
ary of the selection has a hard edge. We'll address that next.

Choose Edit > Undo to undo the erased stroke.

STEP 6: FEATHER THE EDGE OF THE SELECTION

We can soften the edge of the selection by applying a feather to it. Choose Select > Modify »
Feather and enter a value of 3 into the Feather dialog box. This will add a 3 pixel-wide blur
to the edge of the selection. With this blurred edge, any edits we make will have a smoother,
more natural transition from the selected to non-selected area.

The width of the feather is determined by how much of a transition you want from selected
to non-selected, and how big your image is. An image with larger pixel dimensions might
need a larger feather. With experience, you'll get a better sense of how wide a feather you need
on a particular selection. Until then, just use trial-and-error.

STEP 7: INVERT THE SELECTION
We've got a good selection now, unfortunately it’s the dog that’s selected, and what we want
to do is alter the background. Fortunately, it’s easy to invert the selection.

Choose Select > Inverse.

You should still see the selection around the dog’s head, but you should also see a selection
around the entire border of the document. If you were to swipe with the eraser tool now, youd
see something like Figure 18.9.
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STEP 8: DESATURATE THE BACKGROUND

- ' | . R : 0
Now we're finally ready to make an edit. Choose Image > Adjustments > Hue/Saturation €
: ' fl _ : i : te
bring up the Hue/Saturation dialog box. Drag the Saturation slider to the left to dcsaf(;“l'ass
: , . ; S : i e
the selected area a litdle bit. 1 liked it at about -40. The goal is to make the backgroun

distracting, but without making an edit that’s too obvious.



’:“mldu ants’ wbs Wud{it'an be hard to see whether the du.\t:’r‘ll&‘:)
: Mﬁmmaw edit or not. Fortunately, Photoshop provides a wiy
: | d:l selection boundary withour discarding the selection,

se View > Extras 10 hide the selection boundary,

also press Cnd/Crrl-H., On a Mag, the first time you press Cmd-H, Photoshop will
if yvou want to hide Photoshop or just the Extras. Choose Fxtras.

ill
e that we were able to hide the edges, even though the Hue/Saturation dialog was st

N

P 10: REFINE THE SATURATION i

ith the selection edges hidden, we can now refine our adjustment; remember, our selec ulcm 18
I il in place. 1 backed the Saturation adjustment down to =50 (sce Figure 18.10). While the }: esat-
ratic helps, there’s one more edic we should make. Click OK to .\u.cpt the Saturation change,

b

even though you can't see it, there is still a selection in place. Press Cmd/Cirrl-
the view of the selection boundary. It it’s not there, then you must have acciden-
ed it somehow, and vou will need to remake the selecton.

en, hide the selection nlg;n'\.

: A : Py q : ‘Nt
tri-L to bring up the Levels dialog box. We're going to use it to add a sligh
th !'.(Li;}'!u:nh!

‘ " + about right
nghe o darken the background. 1 found .75 to be about i




———————

Preset Custom

Channel: RCB

Input Levels

Again, the goal is to bring more attention to the dog, but not make a conspicuous edit. With

a little bit of darkening in the background, the dog draws more focus. This is the power of
selective editing and adjustment.

If you want, you can experiment with some other adjustments. For example, you might want

to try increasing the saturation on the dog. You can easily do this by inverting the current
selection and then applying a Hue/Saturation adjustment.

At any time, you can get rid of the current selection by choosing Select > Deselect or press-
ing Cmd/Citrl-D to deselect.

We'll be working with this image again later, so when you're done working, save it as a
Photoshop document. 24
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< Using Refine Edge and Smart Radius

While Photoshop’s Feather command lets you soften the edge of a selection, the fact is a lot
of things in the world don’t have clearly defined edges. What's more, their edges vary from
one point to another. At other times, you might be stymied by extremely complex edges, such
as hair or fluffy fur. How do you select each strand of hair?

In this tutorial, we're going to create a mask and perform an edit that would have been
extremely difficult in previous versions of Photoshop.

. OPEN THE IMAGE : .
gg:,l]gad the image Heather.jpg from the Chapter 18 section of the companion Web site at

: - - 18.12).
www.completedt;gim#’/’omg’@/’)’- com/CDP7. Open the image in Photoshop (sce Figure















